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Japan’s education ministry has indicated that it will provide some support for

Japanese universities wanting to set up branches or campuses overseas, to increase
(1)
the numbers of Japanese students who want to study abroad and to attract foreign

students to come to Japan. The country’s first overseas campus in Malaysia, being

set up by the University of Tsukuba, is being closely observed by other
universities as a landmark test for the future of such campuses, said experts in
Japan. They pointed out that very long bureaucratic regulations to gain approval
for new campuses and other obstacles have delayed the Malaysia campus of
Tsukuba.

The University of Tsukuba will be the first Japanese university to offer a
Japanese degree abroad. The Malaysia campus was planned in response to a
request by the Malaysian government in 2018. But obstacles have prevented the
project, with an almost five-year delay in setting up the new campus. Negotiations

(2)
had focused on setting guidelines that meet Japanese and Malaysian legal and

curriculum requirements, said officials from the Ministry of Education Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). The COVID-19 pandemic added to
delays. The branch campus is now scheduled to open in September 2024.

Masaki Uemura, deputy director of the International Higher Education bureau
at MEXT, told University World News: “The Malaysia campus is supported by
the University of Tsukuba and the Malaysian government. The project aims to
strengthen Japan’s higher education international presence.” In April this year,
MEXT established the Council for the Creation of Future Education chaired by
the prime minister, Kishida. A key policy is providing financial assistance for
universities proposing campuses abroad under the goal of promoting Japanese
highly advanced science and technology in the Global South. Uemura said the aim
is also to produce ‘global-minded’ Japanese students by giving them the

opportunity to study in overseas campuses while increasing graduate-level foreign
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students at Japanese universities.

Professor Keiko Ikeda, vice-director of the international affairs division at
Kansai University, and a member of the new MEXT Council, described the
Tsukuba branch campus as a risky attempt by Japan into the competitive higher
education market. “The University of Tsukuba faces tough international competition
for students against the established brand names of Western higher education

(3)
institutes that dominate the international higher education market considering their

advantages such as English language curriculums,” Ikeda told University World
News.

Malaysia already hosts several foreign university campuses, including Monash
University in Australia and the University of Reading in the United Kingdom.
According to 2023 data from the United States-based Cross-Border Education
Research Team, some 86 United States universities and 45 British offer full-time
courses in campuses abroad. Ikeda said that a key reason for Japan being ‘left
behind” other countries, is the traditional domestic focus of Japanese higher

(4)
education. Lack of English instruction, a limited number of foreign teachers and

the fact that more than 90% of Japanese university students enter the local job
market, are seen as some of the main factors. Ikeda explained that the proposed
MEXT reforms also include adjustments to traditional job recruitment. “Initiatives
have to be taken to encourage Japanese companies to start an online recruitment
procedure. This will relieve anxiety among Japanese students who don’t want to
be left oéi)of recruitment activities while studying abroad,” she said.

Against this background, experts predict a slow response from Japanese
universities to the government’s push to establish campuses overseas, which
includes support for both public and private universities. Japanese universities offer
overseas student exchange programmes to respond to Japanese students’ preference
for shorter international experiences of two weeks to a month. But Professor

Yoshio Murakami, who teaches media at Temple University in Tokyo, said

Japanese campuses could be popular, especially for Japanese applicants who are



seeking a safe learning environment: “Crime, especially in the United States,
discourages Japanese students from applying for programmes abroad. Our Tokyo
campus has grown over recent years,” he said, referring to students’ lack of
interest in going abroad.
(University World News, September 12, 2023, Government backs overseas
campuses, but hurdles remain, https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story

=20230912141819867 & ) —EBLZE L CHIH)

(Y£) landmark test TH 35 11 72 Fk
bureaucratic BRI 72
degree S A
guideline /e, A FIA ¥
curriculum BERME H)FaT7 L
MEXT SCERRHAE & F9 WG
COVID-19 il a7 4 R RS
graduate-level KFBE L ~X)v
full-time course 4 H il ERAR

1 THREODOHMDZDZ, SRR ED L) RBORE RN L2h, &

R E W

B 2 TRMEROMIEE LT, 315D 720 DORBIIEAHA > 72 LA T L

B, BHREIV,

il 3 TFHEERGBNCIEI LT, Esb o KA o 2023 4 oM HIRDL & $7 2 Al v TR
L7 &

il 4 TFHREBA)DIRRD ERERNZ 3 OB RS v,

5 THRERGIDIRTNEEZER % S\



