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One of the most important trends within the evolution of English during
the second half of the twentieth century has indeed been the emergence of
" new standard usages within the world’s English-speaking communities, as
well as of new varieties of nonstandard English within those communities,
many of them spoken by ethnic minorities. At the same time, older regional
varieties which had previously received little attention outside their own
country of origin, such as the English of the Caribbean, South Africa, or
India, have come into international public prominence, especially through
the medium of creative literature. Their stories are important, too, for they
are stories of emerging identity — far too important nowadays to be briefly
summarized in a single chapter on ‘New Englishes’. They should be a
significant presence in-any book en the history of English. -

There is something about such phrases as ‘new varieties’ and ethmc
minorities’ which does not well capture the scale of this dimension of the
inquiry. They suggest a few thousand people, or perhaps tens of thousands.
But when we consider the international locations where English i1s now
established, we need to talk in terms of much larger figures — millions, and
tens of millions. If only 5 per cent or so of the population of India, for
“example, speak English, then we are talking about as many people speaking
English in that country as speak English in the whole of Britain. (The real
figure is certainly much greater.) This can come as something of a shock to
people who have not thought beyond the ‘Standard English’ perspective.
With over 1.5 billion speakers of English around the globe, the English of
England is today a tiny minority dialect of ‘World English’, and getting
tinier by the decade. Here, too, we ain’t seen nothin’ yet.

Identity, of course, is a much bigger notion than geography. The answer
to the question ‘Who are you?’ cannot be reduced to ‘Where are you from?’,
though that dimension is undeniably critical. There are many other possible
answers, such as ‘I am a doctor’, ‘I am a Sikh’, ‘I am a teenager’, or ‘I am a
woman’, and each of these identities exercises an influence on the way the

speaker uses language — or has used language in the past.
(The Stories of English. Crystal, D. Penguin. (2004), p. 13)



[EE:F]
emergence: the process of becoming more noticeable
prominencei‘the state of becoming widely recognized or gaining public
attention |
“inquiry: a systematic investigation or study into a particular subject

or guestion
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