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Every second, the equivalent of a truck load of clothes is burnt or
buried in landfill. This statistic, revealed by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation,
is scary. Waste in the fashion industry is an increasing concern for many,
and for good reason.

How widespread is waste in the fashion industry? The short answer is:
extremely. The long, and more detailed answer is: it's estimated that 92
million tons of textile waste is created annually by the fashion industry. It's
also said that textile waste is to increase by around 60% between 2015 and
2030.

A lot of this waste comes from manufacturers and retailers themselves,
who produce around 13 million tons of textile waste every year. Why so
much? Largely because they overproduce: every season about 30% of the
clothes produced are never sold. Fashion Revolution revealed that the
number of clothes produced annually has doubled since 2000 and went
beyond 100 billion for the first time in 2014. The unsold clothes are often
burned: in 2017, it was revealed that H&M had been burning 12 tons of
unsold clothing every year since 2013. Textile overproduction, and the
resulting waste, are harming our planet.

Manufacturers produce a lot of clothes, but we, consumers, also tend to
buy more as the years go by. Around 56 million tons of clothing are bought
each year, and this is expected to rise to 93 million tons by 2030 and 160
million tons by 2050. We buy more clothes, and we wear them less: the

(1)
average piece of clothing is worn 36% fewer times now than it was 15 years

ago. And what do we do with the stuff we don’t wear? We throw it away: in
the US alone, 85% of textiles thrown away are put into landfills or burned.
The average American is said to throw away about 37kg/81 pounds of

clothes every year.



Contrary to popular belief, a lot of our clothes aren’t recyclable. It's said
that only 13.6% of clothes and shoes thrown away in the US end up being
recycled and that just 12% of the material used for clothing ends up being
recycled. This 12% will likely end up being cut into pieces and used as
furniture stuffing, or made into insulation or cleaning cloths. Less than 1% of
what is collected will be used to make new clothing. A lot(z())f clothing these
days is made out of plastic, which, as we know, can take hundreds of years
to decompose. Even if clothes made out of natural fibres end up in landfills,
they don’t decompose as well surrounded by plastic and other household
waste.

Even if we decide to donate our clothes to charities, in some cases,
charities are forced to spend money sorting and throwing away this material,
of which an estimated 25% goes directly to landfill. An additional 40-50% is
exported into the problematic global second-hand clothing trade, which
overwhelms the local textile market of countries such as Ghana and Chile,
and ends up in landfills.

H&M is not the only retailer burning its unsold stock. In the middle of
2018, a wave of anger spread across the internet when it was revealed that
Burberry, one of the world’s most famous luxury brands, had burned a big
pile of unsold stock. £28.6 million (USS$S37 million) worth of clothes,
accessories, and perfumes were burned. It was shocking. Burberry was the
brand that caused controversy, but waste in the luxury fashion sector is
thought to be commonplace. Big names rumoured to have destroyed stock
include Louis Vuitton, Michael Kors, and Juicy Couture.

Burberry changed its policy rapidly and promised not to burn stock
again. It has also been taking steps to deal with its climate impacts. There
are other brands taking some measures to reduce waste. Design samples are
commonly wasted in fashion, but luxury suit giant Hugo Boss has said it will

(3)
stop producing physical samples. Instead, it will use large touchscreens to
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display its latest designs, getting rid of all resources needed in the
production and saving time and money.
(Rauturier, S. Good On You, February 21, 2022, “Everything You Need to
Know About Waste in the Fashion Industry”, https://goodonyou.eco/waste-
luxury-fashion/ & ) —#BZ LCHIH)
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