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Some Tips for How to Learn English

Welcome back, everyone, to the Aramaki
Campus. | hope you all had wonderful ex-
periences and enjoyed yourselves during
the summer break. Are you ready for the
new semester?

Now is the time for you to reflect on what
you have achieved since you entered Gun-
ma University. Please look back on how
successful your English learning was dur-
ing the Spring Semester and determine
what you “want to learn and achieve” for
the Fall semester. Then “set goals” based
on your reflections. After setting goals,
“make a plan” for learning English on a
regular basis for the next several months.
The key is to “enjoy learning” so that you
can continue to practice English enthusias-
tically. There are many ways to learn Eng-
lish, but unfortunately there is no single
way that applies to all learners. As the fa-
mous quote says, “There is no royal road to
learning!” However, these steps will always
help you to realize your needs and motivate
yourself in learning.

Here are some tips on how to
learn English.

® Know your learning style and effec-
tive learning strategies
<> Each learner has a preferred learn-
ing style. Knowing and understanding
your learning style is the first step to
being a successful learner. If you feel
your learning is slow, it is a good idea
to consider trying out new ways of
learning. Your teachers are always
pleased to introduce you to various
ways of learning English. You can also
learn from your friends by asking how
they are learning. You may even try
learning together with them.

@® Use the University Library re-
sources
<> The University Library has a collec-
tion of 6,000 English books in the
English Extensive Reading Corner
(#7555 = —7—). In this corner, you
will find many genres of books written
for learners at different levels. Every
reader can find books of his/her inter-
est at a comfortable level for pleasure
reading. Reading a lot promotes your
reading comprehension and reading
speed greatly. It also develops your
vocabulary knowledge and grammati-
cal understanding. Why don’t you find

your favorite books and start enjoying
reading?

<> The Library also has English news-

papers and magazines. Reading
authentic articles are challenging, so
why don’t you read just one short arti-
cle each week or so? But remember,
such articles will be more readable if
you choose a topic you like or are fa-
miliar with. You can even read the
same topic article first in Japanese
and then in English, or vice versa.

Some of the library books contain
stories that have been made into
films, so you can enjoy some stories
again by watching films on DVD. This
is a great way of improving your listen-
ing skills as well as further deepening
your understanding of the cultural in-
formation within the story. The library
also has books of film scripts called
“Screen Play.” These books can intro-
duce you to everyday English expres-
sions.

If you wish to read or watch any par-
ticular titles of book or DVD which is
not in the library collection, please
make a request to the librarian. We
are trying to expand the collection.

Use of ALC NetAcademy?2
NetAcademy2 is an e-learning
course available to all Gunma Univer-
sity students. (Please access https://
english.hess.gunma-u.ac.jp/anet2/)
The university provides two courses:
Standard Course and Powerwords.
Both programs are designed from be-
ginner to advanced level learners.
Standard Course offers various mate-
rials and activities to help you improve
English skills in an integrated manner.
Powerwords is a self-learning vocabu-

lary program. It is very possible for |

you to increase your vocabulary size
up to the 12,000-word level, which is
considered to be the educated native
speaker’s level. Both of these courses
are great learning resources for you to
review what you have learned and to
raise your general English level. They
are also very useful for TOEIC/TOEFL
preparation.
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http://www.toeic.or.jp/corpo/
guide/toeic/
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